The "False Memory" DefenseUsing Disinformation and Junk Science In and Out of Court.
This article describes a seemingly sophisticated, but mostly contrived and often erroneous &#0147;false memory&#0148; defense, and compares it in a brief review to what the science says about the effect of trauma on memory. Child sexual abuse is widespread and dissociative/traumatic amnesia for it is common. Accused, convicted and self-confessed child molesters and their advocates have crafted a strategy that tries to negate their abusive, criminal behavior, which we can call a &#0147;false memory&#0148; defense. Each of 22 of the more commonly used components of this defense is described and discussed with respect to what the science says about them. Armed with this knowledge, survivors, their clinicians, and their attorneys will be better able to refute this defense of disinformation.